This Society now has 650 members, most are either orthopaedic surgeons, neurosurgeons, neurologists or physiatrists. Its first meeting was held in 1967, and the 1981 Meeting took place in Kumamoto in November, with 350 doctors attending, under the Presidency of Professor K. Ikegami. There were 49 general subjects, and 17 demonstrations; in addition, special lectures were given on 'Heterotopic bone formation in Spinal Injury', by Dr H. Shingu; and 'Bed-sores in Spinal Injury' by Dr Ohoi; also, a special lecture on 'Sexual function in Spinal Injury' by Dr 1. Miyazaki.
A full Report on the Annual Scientific Meeting of the International Medical Society of Paraplegia, Stoke Mandeville, England, July 1981, was presented.
The paper on 'Sexual Function in Spinal Cord Injury' stressed this very important, but still poorly understood and appreciated aspect of patients who have sustained severe spinal cord damage. Out of 77 female patients, 41 were married and three delivered four children, all of them healthy. Out of 456 male spinal injured patients, 246 (53'9 per cent) were married but most of them were single at the time when they sustained their injury. From the answers of a question naire, received from male patients with complete spinal cord lesions, 29 experienced a degree of penile erection; 180 could be sexually excited by local means; 50 were able to ejaculate, and 60 could manage sexual intercourse.
The importance of expert sexual counselling; the use of prosthetic sexual appliances in the male; and the place for subarachnoid vagostigmin were discussed.
In a paper on 'The Value of Computerised Tomography in the diagnosis of Spinal Injury', the authors reported their experiences in 20 patients, 15 with cervical traumatic lesions and five in the thoraco-Iumbar region. They felt that computer ised tomography was superior in the diagnosis of rotational injuries such as Atlanto axial injuries, and in delineating precise fracture lines in the transverse axial plane. It was also of benefit in demonstrating spinal canal stenosis resulting from the intrusion of bony fragments and disc fragments. With the addition of metrizamide, the CT scanning was helpful in the diagnosis of spinal cord swelling or atrophy.
It is noted that the 17th Scientific Meeting of the Japanese Medical Society of Paraplegia will take place in Osaka on 5-6 November, 1982; and particulars concerning this Meeting may be obtained from Dr Yutaka Nakamura, Oita Nakamura Hospital, 2-43, 3-chome, Ohtemachi, Oita, 870, Japan. 
